

Midsummer Night's Dream Study Guide

 

Scene 1:

1. What is the purpose of this night meeting of the Mechanicals?

2. Would you say Bottom's suggestions are practical or fanciful?   Explain your answer in a short paragraph, referring to specific suggestions.

3. What device does Shakespeare use to get Bottom offstage and alone after he speaks?  (3.1.71-74)  Why is this necessary?

4. Identify examples of Bottom's malapropisms.
5. To whom is Robin speaking in lines 106-113?  Is this the behavior you expect of him?  Explain.

6. What does Bottom think of the responses of his fellow actors to "ass head"?  Where in the play have we seen a similar response, in a very different circumstance?

7. What wakes Titania?  (3.1.139).

8. What is ironic and humorous about Titania's speech (3.1.139-143)?  Refer to specific phrases.

9. In what way is Bottom truly "wise" when he speaks line 146?   Refer to other incidents in the play, as well as to this one.

Scene 2:

1. Which character is used by Shakespeare to connect the two plots?   We see this working in the first 2 pages of this act.  Explain your choice.

2. What dream is echoed in the references by Hermia and Demetrius to "piercing through" the heart and the earth?

3. What does Hermia believe Demetrius has done?

4. Why is Robin delighted with Oberon's use of the flower on Demetrius? (2.2.120-124)

5. Locate in this scene examples of Shakespeare's "perfect dramatic timing".  Describe them.

6. To what does Demetrius compare his heart (2.2.172-176)?  Why?
7. How has Hermia located Lysander in the dark wood?

8. What does Helena make of Lysander's love for her and Hermia's lack of understanding of what is going on?

9. What other situation and lines are echoed in Helena's words in 2.2. 248-249.

10. How does Shakespeare use the difference in "size" of the two women to make their fight more dramatic and interesting?

11. In what ways have the mortals been made fools by Robin?

12. What specific line tells us that Hermia still loves Lysander, even after all of his language of hate?
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